
ENSC 405W Grading Rubric for Design Specification 

Criteria Details Marks 

 
Introduction/Background 
 

 
Introduces basic purpose of the project.  

 
/05% 

 
Content 
 

 
Document explains the design specifications with appropriate justification 
for the design approach chosen. Includes descriptions of the physics (or 
chemistry, biology, geology, meteorology, etc.) underlying the choices.   
 

 
 

/20% 

 
Technical Correctness 

 
Ideas presented represent design specifications that are expected to be 
met. Specifications are presented using tables, graphs, and figures where 
possible (rather than over-reliance upon text). Equations and graphs are 
used to back up/illustrate the science/engineering underlying the design. 
 

 
 

/25% 

 
Process Details 

 
Specification distinguishes between design details for present project 
version and later stages of project (i.e., proof-of-concept, prototype, and 
production versions). Numbering of design specs matches up with 
numbering for requirements specs (as necessary and possible). 
 

 
 

/15% 

 
Test Plan Appendix 

 
Provides a test plan outlining the requirements for the final project version. 
Project success for ENSC 405W will be measured against this test plan.  
 

 
 

/10% 

 
User Interface Appendix 
 

 
Summarizes requirements for the User Interface (based upon the lectures 
and the concepts outlined in the Donald Norman textbook).  
 

 
Graded 

Separately 

 
440 Plan Appendix 
 

 
Analyses progress in 405W and outlines development plans for 440. 
Includes an updated timeline, budget, market analysis, and changes in 
scope. Analyses ongoing problems and proposes solutions. 
 

 
Graded  

Separately 
 

 
Conclusion/References 
 

 
Summarizes functionality. Includes references for information sources.  
 

 
 

/05% 

 
Presentation/Organization 

 
Document looks like a professional specification. Ideas follow logically.  
 

 
 

/05% 

 
Format/Correctness/Style 
 

 
Includes letter of transmittal, title page, abstract, table of contents, list of 
figures and tables, glossary, and references. Pages are numbered, figures 
and tables are introduced, headings are numbered, etc. References and 
citations are properly formatted. Correct spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. Style is clear, concise, and coherent. Uses passive voice 
judiciously. 
 

 
 

/15% 

 
Comments 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 


